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COURSE TITLE:
Community Studies: Ecostery as Intentional Community
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CONTACT HOURS:    30+ hours
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Dakubetede Environmental Education Programs (D.E.E.P.)




P.O. Box 1330,    Jacksonville, Oregon   97530      E-mail: deep@deepwild.org
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DATE AND TIME:
This course is offered as part of an 8-week interdisciplinary residential intensive at Birch Creek arts & Ecology Center

LOCATION:

Birch Creek arts & Ecology Center is located at historic Trillium Farm

in the Little Applegate Watershed an hour west of Ashland.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:


Learning communities come in all shapes and sizes, including our classrooms. Students from K-12 appreciate alternatives in their learning communities, such as summer camp, scouting activities, and 4-H clubs. This course provides a unique opportunity for educators to experience an alternative residential community dedicated to environmental education, with experiences relevant to grades K-12. 


The Ecostery Foundation of North America (TEFNA) defines ecostery as "a place, a center, a facility, stewarded land, and Nature sanctuary where ecosophy (ecological wisdom and harmony) is learned, practiced, and taught."  During this course, participants live in an education center located on an intentional community while studying the concept of ecostery. Intentional community is a lifestyle paradigm which is experiencing a resurgence as people sensitive to the global ecology crisis search for less consumptive ways to live. Ecostery is a way by which intentional community becomes an educational center for exploring ecologically sensitive lifestyles. Hands-on work on community projects, participation in community process, and interaction with community members supplements the discussions based on the text and other readings.  The natural beauty of the D.E.E.P. Ecostery and surrounding wilderness provide inspiration to complement the academic and experiential portions of this course.

LEARNING OUTCOMES:

As a result of taking this course, participants will learn:
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To understand the nature and purpose of ecostery.
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About intentional community as an ecologically sensible lifestyle.
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How to incorporate ecostery and intentional community into their educational programs.

REQUIREMENTS FOR  COURSE CREDIT:

Following are general course requirements weighted for determining the granting of university credit.  

Antioch University requires 75% or better to issue credit at the 400 level and 85% or better for credit at the 500 level.


1. Attendance and active participation in all class sessions-50%


2. Reading of articles, handouts, books or texts-20%


3. Satisfactory completion of all outside assignments-30%

OUTSIDE ASSIGNMENT:

For 400 Level Credit:

1.  All participants will write a journal of their daily experiences living in the intentional community ecostery.  
2.  Depending on your preferences and professional situation, complete one of the following assignments, which should be typed, double-spaced; and will be presented orally during the Ecostery Program:


A) Educators (and education majors) will create a teaching unit for your grade level focusing on your personal experiences during the Ecostery Program.  The unit should consist of 3-4 lesson plans, and a 3-4 page summary of how you will introduce and facilitate your plan. All units will include: objective/learning outcomes; materials; sequencing/timeline; practice; and evaluation/assessment methods.

OR

B)  Other participants will write a 5-7 page personal paper summarizing their residential ecostery  experiences.

For 500 (Graduate) Level Credit:

To earn graduate level credit, complete one of the following assignments in addition to the 400 level assignments:

1.  Educators (and education majors) will prepare two teaching units for their grade level; one on ecostery, the other on intentional community.  Each unit should consist of 3 lesson plans, including a short summary of how you will introduce and facilitate your units.  All units will include: objective/learning outcomes; materials; sequencing/timeline; practice; and evaluation/assessment methods.

OR

2.  Other participants will create an "Action Plan" designing an ecostery or intentional community for their next place of residence. The Action Plan should incorporate several of the major components explored during the program into a 5-7 page document with an outline and summary.

INSTRUCTOR EVALUATION OF WORK:

Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you would like to receive the instructor's comments on your assignments.

TUITION:

As part of the residential intensive program, tuition and fees are combined for the entire program, which includes other courses and fees.

REQUIRED READINGS:

Course texts:

required: Shaffer, Carolyn and Kristin Anundsen. Creating Community Anywhere. Tarcher/Putman, NY, 1993. Carolyn Shaffer has been involved in buiding community for twenty years, most recently as a member of the Shenoa Retreat and Learning Center in northern California. Kristin Anundsen is a professional writer about community.

RECOMMENDED: Drengson, Alan. Doc Forest and Blue Mountain Ecostery: A Narrative on Creating Ecological Harmony in Daily Life. Victoria: Ecostery House, 1993. Alan Drengson is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Victoria, British Columbia. Author of numerous books and articles, Dr. Drengson is President of the Board for both Ecoforestry Institute US and Canada, and is editor of the International Journal of Ecoforestry.

INSTRUCTOR BACKGROUND:


Chant Thomas holds a M.S. in Environmental Education from the Department of Biology, Southern Oregon University, and a B.S. in Earth Science (minor in Theatre) from University of California, Santa Cruz.  Chant's background as an educator ranges from teaching a multi-grade class in a remote one-room schoolhouse to designing and teaching forestry, biology, and geography courses at Southern Oregon University.  A long-time wilderness outfitter and environmental activist, Chant has worked in geology with the U.S. Geological Survey, in wildlife and engineering with the U.S. Forest Service, and as a contract forester, wildlife biologist and botanist for several National Forests.  Currently a forest researcher and educator with Headwaters, Chant coordinates the design and content of the annual Western Ancient Forest Activists Conference.  Chant is founder and director of Dakubetede Environmental Education Programs (D.E.E.P.).

COURSE OUTLINE:

During the eight week residential intensive, participants will follow this basic format:
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reading the text prior to arrival.
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discussing the text during the first two weeks.
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learning intentional community dynamics while working on community projects.
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studying community processes by attending community meetings and discussing community process with individual community members.
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synthesizing readings, dynamics, and process into their journals and writings.

BIBLIOGRAPHY:
The course text contains an extensive bibliography; see pages 201-205.
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